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The Lyth Valley, Cumbria,  NW England
30 sq km of low lying land bordering the Lake District National Park
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Justification for the Study

The area has been artificially drained for 

over 100 years  to allow agriculture to be 

established in a former peat  landscape;

Farming, mostly livestock grazing is 

however marginal and restricted;

The area is at risk of flooding from rivers 

and the sea;

Flood defences and pumping in the study 

area account for 40% of the regional flood 

risk management expenditure;

This expenditure benefits less than 2%

of the regional population.
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Justification for the Study

A reduction in these flood management  costs  e.g. 

intermittent  pumping, reduction in defence 

maintenance could:

Give rise to a more natural landscape with greater 

biodiversity and wetland habitats;

Generate income from tourism;

Still allow farming  under a less intensive regime;

Still provide essential flood protection to lives and  

property.

However the hydrology of the Lyth Valley is poorly 

understood hence the need for the hydrological 

survey 


